
The Deacon's Dream 
By H. W. LOWE 

STROLLING home one Saturday evening near 
Christmas, Deacon Judson was miserably calculating 
how hard everything was in general. There were 
presents to buy, a children's party to pay for, con- 
tributions for this and that, and, to crown it all, 
that unnecessarily insistent appeal by the minister 
this morning for a liberal thank offering for all 
life's blessings. Blessings, indeed ! I t  was painfully 
frank, and uncomfortably direct. How could he 
afford-? No, he simply would not-! 

Arriving home, he retired shortly after to bed. 
That night he had the call of his life. He seemed 
to stand in a vast open auditorium. A glory he had 
never before known, which came from nowhere 
and everywhere, seemed to bring everything so near 
that not even one's thoughts could be concealed. 
The whole world of men and multitudes of beings 
from other worlds seemed to be peering at him as 
he was led by a majestic guide before the most 
glorious personage he had ever beheld. With eyes 
that pierced him through the Recording Angel called 
him by his name. 

"I require an account of thy stewardship, good 
deacon !" 

His stewardship ! How 
could he begin? 

"I always go to church 
three times a week, and 
-, and---," he hnlt- 
ingly explained. 

"Yes," said the Re- 
cording Angel, "that is 
well, my son, but tell us, 
hast thou believed God's 
truth with all thine heart 
and so lived before a 
world of sinners that in 
nothing thou hast caused 
offence ?" 

"Why, yes, I think so," 
he slowly replied. "I, of 

have been seventeen years a deacon. I always speak 
to those who wish to know about God." 

"What hast thou done in helping to finish God's 
work in the earth and to prepare the world for the 
eternal kingdom?" 

"I- I- give-." 
H e  was about to mention the extent of his benevo- 

lence, but times were so bad that, well, he decided 
not to be too specific. 

At  his silence, his guide opened a large book, 
and the poor deacon stood petrified as, in slow, clear 
tones for all to hear, there followed a merciless 
recitation of his private accounts. 

"Every week during the past year thou hast been 
blessed with an income which has not fallen below 
- pounds," went on the Recording Angel. 

"Of this thou hast expended thirty-three per cent 
in housing, and clothing thy family, which thing 
is good. Another thirty-three per cent hast thou 
spent in feeding thine household, which also is 
necessary. Beyond this, thou hast on personal 
luxuries wasted twelve per cent of thy substance. 
Thy tithes and offerings have accounted for ---." 

The poor deacon wanted to say something to 
avoid these last words, 
but he was speechless. 

"Thy tithes and thine 
offerings combined have 
accounted for but eight 
per cent of thy heaven- 
sent increase." 

Here the voice ceased, 
and the distracted deacon 
found himself gazing full 
i n t o those fathomless, 
far-seeing eyes. 

"My son," said the Re- 
cording Angel, "Let not 
S a t  a n  ensnare thee. 
Thou shalt see two sights 
and'then shalt thou be a 
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, The deacon then found himself gazing upon the 
world of men. In the hurricane round of duties, 
he saw that his own lines had been laid in perilous 
places. Every being walking the streets of civilized 
cities seremed to be a potential casualty. Hundreds 
weekly were killed in street accidents. Hundreds 
more maimed. Thousands of others were laid low 
by sickness and disaster. 

In heathen parts millions of men went each day 
to sleep starving and cold. All over the earth men's 
misds were distressed and hopeless. Appalling 
spiritual darkness enveloped the world. 

By and by he saw his own household. A truly 
godly woman, and as fine a family of children as 
ever lived. I t  was the dearest spot on earth to him, 
and he trembled to think of losing-. 

Then the scene changed. He  saw hosts of shin- 
ing angels flying through heaven and about the 
earth. Some were tenderly directing the footsteps 
of men and women, forestalling the forces of malig- 
nity, ministering to men of sincere heart. Others 
were delegated to the task of co-operating with men 
who were devoting themselves to preaching the 
kingdom of God to the troubled human race. Mul- 
titudes of other angels were heard discussing world 
questions and the imminence of their final solution. 

"Oh, that the children of God were more zealous !" 
some said. 

Others expressed surprise at the selfishness of man 
when God was waiting to finish His work in order 
to give men a world of happiness beyond their 
dreams. 

When Deacon Judson awoke next morning, his 
wife thought he was a n e x  man. H e  was perhaps 
a little more serious but infinitely less troubled and 
fretful. 

Having made up his accounts for the year, he 
came to his wife and said, 

"My dear, we've had a really good year, all things 
considered, and I'm so happy. I thank God for all 
His goodness to us." 

Next day he made out a cheque for substantial 
tithe arrears, and next time he saw the minister he 
said, 

"About that Annual Thank Offering appeal of 
yours! I think we have more to be thankful for 
than you intimated. This morning I tried to write 
down all the blessings I enjoyed and as a result I'm 
giving the largest thank offering I've ever given, 
and even that seems small to me." 

And the angels sped gladly earthwards as God's 
work extended to new lands in spiritual darkness. 

Welsh Mission 
Superintendertt: Pastor G. D. King. 
O&e ~ d d r e s s :  80 Australia Road, Heath, Cardiff. 

-- 

. :  . - - Notes from the Superintendent 
A VERY impressive service was conducted on Sab- 

bath,. October 20th, in "Salem" Welsh Baptist 
Church, Cardiff, when Brother M. C. Murdoch was 

, ordained to the Gospel ministry. I t  must be many, 

many years since such a service has been held in 
Wales, and the large congregation of members 
gathered from throughout the mission territory felt 
the presence of the Lord very near as this impor- 
tant and solemn service was conducted. We were 
very pleased to have with us Pastor C. V. Ander- 
spn from the Northern European Division, and Pas- 
tor H.  W. Lowe from the South England Confer- 
ence, representing the British Union on this occa- 
sion. The ministry of these brethren throughout 
this memorable Sabbath was greatly blessed of the 
Lord. 

RECENT CHANGES 

THE Welsh Mission has been called to give up two 
of its very valuable workers for labour in mission 
lands abroad. Brother M. C. Murdoch has been 
called to East Africa and Brother T. H. Fielding 
to the Gold Coast. I t  has been hard to release these 
brethren, but the prayers of our whole membership 
in Wales will follow them in their future work. 

BROTHER W. J. CANNON comes to Wales, his na- 
tive land, from the South England Conference. He  
has already received a most inspiring welcome at 
Port Talbot. On Sunday, October 28th) 1,200 or 
more people attended the first meeting of the evan- 
gelistic campaign Brother Cannon is conducting in 
that place. An excellent spirit was manifest in the 
meeting and prospects appear good for a success- 
ful campaign in this new centre. 

BROTHER F. EDWARDS comes to the Welsh Mis- 
sion from the Gold Coast and is taking up the work 
laid down by Brother Fielding at  Shrewsbury. He  
is assured a hearty welcome from the membership 
in the Shrewsbury area. 

BROTHER W. G. NICHOLSON is taking charge of 
the work at Abertillery where twelve have recently 
been baptized from Brother Murdoch's evangelistic 
campaign. A new campaign is being started in 
Abertillery, there being good prospects of adding 
considerably to the number already won to the mes- 
sage. 

BAPTISMS 

A SMALL baptism was held at Shrewsbury on Sab- 
bath, October 27th) when two followed the Lord in 
this Bible ordinance. Others are preparing for bap- 
tism at a later date. 

HARVEST INGATHERING 

Our members and Conference workers have res- 
ponded most nobly to the call of Ingathering this 
year. I t  is a long time since the Welsh Mission 
tasted the joy of a full goal reached in this cam- 
paign. By the time these notes appear we expect 
the 1934 Ingathering goal will have been reached, 
as only 230 of the full amount is unreported. We 
praise the Lord for this great victory and thank 
all who have worked so well to make it possible. 
There is still time for any who have not yet taken 
part to taste the fruits of victory by reporting their 
gifts in this Diamond Jubilee Campaign. 

(Continued on page 5.) 
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Teachers and students at Newbold Missiogzary College, November, 1934. 

Newbold Missionary College 
Notes from the Principal 

NEWBOLD MISSIONARY COLLEGE is filled this year 
with a splendid group of Christian young people 
possessed of a spirit of consecration and industry. 
They are busy at their work and study from six 
in the morning till ten at night. Especially was their 
good spirit manifested in the Harvest Ingathering 
Campaign which has just closed. Everyone was 
anxious to reach his goal, and many were blessed 
in obtaining large sums, the largest being $50 
which was collected by one of our teachers. 

We have a very efficient faculty; in fact we can 
say, without fear of contradiction, that never be- 
fore has the scholastic side of the school been 
stronger. The teachers all love their work and are 
well equipped in their own particular branch of 
knowledge. This is evidenced by the results ob- 
tained at  the recent examinations of the London 
University. The students we are sending up for 
these examinations are meeting with a large measure 
of success. 

Our industries are making good progress. The 
farm is now stocked with a herd of Ayrshire tuber- 
culin-tested cows, one of the best herds in the 
county. The crops are now all gathered in, and 
despite the drought we have had a good harvest. 
We have just taken up thirty tons of potatoes, and 
the gardener reports that he has raised almost one 
ton of tomatoes. Our infant industry, the leather 

department, although this was commenced but a few 
months ago, is meeting with good success; in fact, 
the demand for the products of this industry is 
greater than the supply. There are prospects of 
employing many young people in this department. 

Our College church is enjoying a rich spiritual 
experience. Its activities have been greatly blessed. 
During the time we have been at Newbold we have 
had the pleasure of baptizing many of the young 
people who have come to us. The finances of the 
church have gone beyond our expectations. During 
the past three and a half years we have disbursed 
to the North England Conference in tithes, offer- 
ings, Harvest Ingathering, etc., just over $3,000. 

Reports have now come in from the church 
schools and we are glad to state that they have a 
good enrolment again this year. We have three 
teachers at Stanborough Park, two at Walthamstow, 
and two at Plymouth, all working faithfully in the 
great cause of Christian education. We  wish that 
we had thirty church schools instead of three in 
this Union. It is time that we arouse from our 
lethargy and gather our children and youth into our 
own schools and colleges where they will be taught 
not' only the common branches of knowledge, but 
receive such a 'spiritual mould that they will be 
ready to meet the Lord when H e  comes. 

W. G. MURDOCH. ' 
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South Conference 
President: Pastor H .  W.  Lowe. 
Ofice Address: 395 Holloway Road, London, N.7. 

The Inspiration of Lowestoft 
LOWESTOFT is in the news just now. Pastor R. S. 

Joyce and his co-workers have been fishing at 
Lowestoft for the past ten months, and it was our 
privilege on Sabbath, October 27th, to be present at 
the baptismal service in response to his kind invita- 
tion. 

We arrive at 2.16 p.m. and enter the new church 
building. Although the service will not begin till 
3 p.m. there are already several present. Gradually 
the candidates, clad in white, fill the many rows of 
chairs reserved for them. 

Glancing at the clock, we find there is still another 
ten minutes. Our minds recall the scripture, "What 
are these which are arrayed in white robes, and 
whence came they ?" 

The answer to the question of Revelation 7 : 13 
is soon supplied: they "have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." 
It is the sign of the washing away of sin. 

For over an hour, to the singing of such hymns 
as "Just as I am"-which is sung to three different 
tunes-Pastor Joyce baptizes fathers and mothers 
and their daughters. As one by one they enter the 
watery grave, Pastor Joyce's face is suffused with a 
holy joy. His Lord has made him a fisher of men. 

He  may have to use a rod and line instead of a 
net at his next effort, but surely the Spirit of God 
is at work in East Anglia. 

Then, as Pastor Joyce introduces each one, Pas- 
tor Lowe extends to each the right hand of fellow- 
ship. 

In the evening a praise service is held, when again 
the hall is nicely filled. Certificates of baptism are 
distributed, and chorus after chorus is sung. 

We  have to leave while they are still singing, 
and, although isolated many miles away, we can 
still hear them. 

What is the secret of the wonderful work which 
God has wrought in Lowestoft? We turn over the 
pages of our Bible and our eyes rest on these 
words : 

"For they fell to him out of Israel in abundance, 
when they saw that the Lord his God was with 
him." "This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvel- 
lous in our eyes." 2 Chron. 15 :9; Matt. 21 :42. 

A. CHEESBROUGH. 

Baptism at Southend 
THE members and friends at  Southend and 

Gravesend were made happy to receive a visit from 
Pastor A. S. Maxwell during the week-end, October 
20th and 21st. On the Sabbath Brother Maxwell 
gave two soul-stirring addresses, and a Iantern lec- 

ture on Saturday evening. All three services were 
thoroughly enjoyed. 

On Sunday we listened to another inspiring mes- 
sage, after which we had the joy of baptizing four 
precious souls, who, with one other, were received 
into church fellowship the next Sabbath. Ten per- 
sons have thus far united with the cause since we 
came to this area, for which we thank God. Five 
of these are brethren and five are sisters. Six of the 
new members have united with the Southend 
Church, and four with the Gravesend Company. 

We take this opportunity of saying how greatly 
we appreciate the splendid work done by our lay 
members. But for this help, these results would not 
have been possible. F. A. SPEARING. 

Harvest Thanksgiving at Great Yarmouth 
WE had a beautiful display at our Harvest 

Thanksgiving service on Sunday night, September 
30th. Everybody seemed to bring something appro- 
priate, and skilful hands decorated the church most 
delightfully. 

The service was conducted by Brother C. R. 
Bonney, whose message will long be remembered. 

We  have much cause for thankfulness for Bro- 
ther and Sister Bonney's labours in our midst. In 
their new sphere of work at  Norwich our prayers 
will go with them as we comfort ourselves with 
the thought that we are all one big family in the 
Advent movement. 

As we bid them Godspeed, we extend to their 
successor, Brother Leslie Hardinge, a very hearty 
welcome. E. A. BLOWERS, Church Clerk. 

Gravesend 
AT the Southend Church on October 21st we had 

the joy of witnessing the baptism of Brother 
Howard, Sen., Brother A. Howard, Brother Hamp- 
ton, and Sister Siggs, all of Gravesend. We are 
very hopeful of others in the near future. 

Pastor A. S. Maxwell gave a most inspiring and 
helpful address and Pastor F. A. Spearing officiated. 
The writer realized the special joy it gave Pastor 
Spearing as it was through him that the Howard 
family, then in Portsmouth, were first brought into 
touch with our message. God has graciously seen 
fit to reward his many prayers and labours after 
twenty-one years. "But if we hope for that we see 
not, then do we with patience wait for it." Rom. 
8 :25. Truly patience has been rewarded. 

EDITH HOWARD. 
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Closing of the Sale (Continued) 
AVOID forcing a book upon your prospect. Lead 

him up to the point of deciding in a gentle, matter- 
of-fact way. 

As you near the closing point, you are likely to 
feel an increase in the nervous tension under which 
you are working, especially if you are inexperienced. 
Fight this feeling down, for to reveal excitement 
will prove fatal to closing the sale successfully. Of 
course, it is natural to be "keyed up" toward the 
climax of your interview, perhaps more especially 
when you realize the vital issues at stake in every 
order secured. Whether you are "seasoned" or just 
ncw to the work, each "Yes, 1 will take a copy" 
carries a thrill with it. And rightly so. There is 
no undertaking more pregnant with soul-winning 
possibilities. 

But outwardly at any rate, you must maintain as 
calm and as casual an attitude as possible. Some- 
one has well said that "the highest evidence of art 
is to conceal art." Your bearing should be so re- 
assuring that the buyer is led to conclude that tak- 
ing orders is the customary thing. While it is true 
that Mr. Prospect is actually making a decision that 
can vitally affect his whole future, the experienced 
colporteur's attitude conveys the impression that an 
order is quite the usual termination of each of his 
interviews. Mr. Prospect, in placing his name for 
a copy, is simply following the normal procedure. 
I t  is the logical thing to do. 

When should you endeavour to "close," that is, to 
get the prospect's decision for an order? 

It could be argued, that if he asks the price of. 
your book, he is thereby indicating his desire to 
possess a copy. 

This is true in a general way. But you find many 
persons who, just as soon as they comprehend the 
purpose of your call, although you may have barely 
started showing the prospectus, ask, "How much is 
the book, Mr. Salesman?" 

The unwary are likely to fall into the trap. With 
mingled feelings of relief and triumph they are 
prompted to disclose the cost of the article there 
and then. But this may be altogether too soon. 
Usually at  this point the individual is merely think- 
ing of the expenditure to which he may be com- 
mitted, instead of the benefits such a book will 
secure to him. He  isn't yet ready to decide. 

The prospect's desire to know the price, then, does 
not necessarily determine the psychological moment 
for clinching the sale. 

On the other hand, suppose you have outlined 
your proposition and yet Mr. Prospect does not ask 

the cost, should you, at that stage, reveal it to him? 
We consider it unwise to do this. Hold off such in- 
formation until he asks for it. 

Having reached the end of your standardized can- 
vass for the book you are selling, and with Mr. 
Prospect's decision still in abeyance, you say, with- 
out allowing any break in your presentation, "By 
the way, I should have made another matter clear 
to you," and you turn back to one or two reserve 
selling points of which you should have an abundant 
supply to call upon. 

By experience you will become alert to feel the 
attitude of another. Somehow you can detect if the 
heart and mind are opening or closing to your ap- 
peal, be the reaction ever so slight. 

Among other possible signs, watch for the follow- 
ing indications : 

1. Mr. Prospect's physical position. If he leans 
forward in his chair, or steps closer to you, with 
his eyes fixed on your book, it is the time to ''close." 

2. A nod of the head. This may be half to himself, 
but is a good sign. 

3. Tone of voice. Listen carefully for an indica- 
tion of sympathy with your work. 

4. Your prospect's eye. A kindly twinkle, a look 
of earnestness, or a moistening of the eye, however 
slight, are favourable signs. B. BELTON. 

Welsh Mission 
(Continued from page 2.) 

"GALLANT Little Wales" is now rejoicing with well 
over $800 total for the Ingathering. Courage has 
conquered in the midst of depression and distress. 
"Praise God from Whom all blessings flow." 

G. D. KING. 

f i u ~ . - S i s t e r  Minnie Hallam, for over fourteen years a 
faithful member of the Nottingham Church, passed away at 
the age of seventy-nine years on September 19th and was laid 
to rest on Sabbath September ?2nd, in the )churchyard of 
Lenton Parish ~hu;ch by the curate and the writer. Sister 
Hallam during the last six years of her life was an invalid 
confined tq bed, but she never complained and always looked 
forward wcth joy to her Saviour's return. To her sorrowmg 
relatives we extend heartfelt sympathy. W. R. A. MADGWICK. 
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Uncle Arthur's Big Story-Book for Boys and Girls 

A big, thick 
b o o k ,  s i z e  
8 X 54 X 14 in ,  
bound in bright 
red cloth, with 
attractive jacket 
in colours; one 
colour plate, and 
two pictures in 
mon oc hrome- 
almost 200pages 
of fascinating 
reading. 
PRICE 

316 
post free 

hut only 1/9 plus 
postage (6d.) while 
they last to mem- 
bers. 

LITTLE 
ANGELS 

UNAWARES 
THELMYSTERY ASSISTANCE SOCIETY 

B y  A. S. MAXWELL,  Author of ' Bedtime Sto~ies" 

A fascinating story of a family of ingenious youngsters 
who work under the name of DENVER & CO., LTD. Full of 
secrets and surprises. 

Little a n g e l ~ - ~ e s !  But very practical angels of flesh 
and blood; laughing, sturdy, healthy boys and girls, with 
swift feet, strong arms, and kind hearts full of a healthy 
sort of mischief that gave them many a thrill. Tells how 
to make things and how to earn money. 

READ THESE STIRRING CHAPTERS : 
A Stranger at the Door-A Memorable Morning-Ronald's 

Idea Expands-The Girls Go Ahead-"Angels Unawares9'-The Secret of the Lean-to Shed-Several Sur- 
prises-Some Advice, a Crisis, and a Shock-Sunset Woods-More Love Gifts-A Surprise Visit-A Stretcher 
and a Splint-A Great Disappointment-Chiefly Concerning a Donkey-At Calmsea Village-Blackberry Creek 
-Tragic Days-The Last Great Day. 

THE STANBOROUGH PRESS LIMITED, WATFORD, HERTS. 

With Its 

1. Fine Attractive Cover in Two Colours. 
2. Children's Supplement with Three Good Stories. 
3. Eight Fine Christmas Recipes. 
4. Three Practical Articles on Preventing Toothache, 

Rheumatism, and Colds (enemies of Xmas joy). 
5. How to Attain Natural Beauty. 

Usual generous discounts to members 
Retail Price 

Now Ready. Order To-Day 3d. 
#I Order at once from Your Home Missionary Secretary 

Printed and published in Great Britain by The Stanborough Press Ltd., Watford, Herts. 


