
Fireside Evangelism 
"EAST is East and West is West, 

but Home is Best," says the rhyme, 
and everybody believes it. The home 
is without any doubt the best place 
for fireside evangelism. 

In past years it played an import- 
ant part in the building up of the 
Advent cause, the group comprising 
the membersy own children, neigh- 
bours, friends, and relatives. Often 
we contact strangers and win them, 

'while our own children drift and our 
own relatives are totally indifferent. 

Now the dark evenings are 'glmost 
with us; let us all plan to "keep the 
home [altar] fires burning." 

The war has produced many 
problems. The young people are 
leaving home. Some are being attrac- 
ted by higher wages and are drift- 
ing. Parents must apcept their re- 
sponsibility, but even the church ds 
not without blame. Too often we 
say our young people are too young 
to do this or that and too young to 
be baptized. 

one godly minister over a period 
of ten years kept a record of 3,200 

By Er E. CRAVEN '' 

and be able to choose for itself. 
"I showed him my garden," says 

Coleridge, "and told him that it was 
my botanical garden. 

"How so," said he, "it is all 
covered with weeds." 

"Oh," I replied, "it is only be- 
cause it has not come to the years 
of discretion. The weeds have taken 
the liberty to grow and I thought 
it unfair of me to prejudice the soil 
toward roses and strawberries." 

Oftentirnes our young people are 
not appreciated as they ought to be. 
Sometimes are even belittled. We 
fail to grasp the fact that they have 
grown up and no responsibility is 
placed on their shoulders, ignoring 
the fact that very few do grow really 
strong until responsibility is placed 
on their shoulders. Oftentirnes our 
young people know more about the 
truth than we do who are older in 
years. Sir George Murray, late 
director of the Westminster Bank 

recent raids, a godless woman said 
to the writer, "Pastor, God has 
allowed this to make us more kind 
to each other." Men and women are 
thinking to-day. Let every parent 
memorize Psalm 101 : 2, "I will be- 
have myself wisely. . . . I will walk 
within my house with a perfect 
heart." 

However there may be difficulties 
in the way. Maybe your family is 
divided. Perhaps your husband is 
not agreeable, if so remember the first 
sentence in Psalm 68 : 6, "God setteth 
the solitary in families." Yes, God 
has placed you there for a purpose. 
Says the wise man "a true witness 
delivereth souls." Prov. 14 : 25. 

I would, however, like to make an- 
other suggestion. Ask your local 
leader to call all interested members 
together and form a local home study 
Bible League. Appoint a local secre- 
tary, and place a fairly large adver- 
tisement in the paper right in the 
centre of the Sdbday evening ser- 
vices advertisements. The following 
is one which I h'ave used: 

young people. He found to his sur- tells us that at the age of eighty-six 
prise that seventy-five per cent gave he could distinctly-remember a ser- 
their hearts to God in and around mon preached when he was only FREE FREE FREE 
ten years of age, and only one per eight years of age. Home Study Bible League offers you 
cent at the age of nineteen years. Let all of our members, isolated the following interesting tracts 
Life is a journey from the cradle to as well, cultivate fireside evangelism The Coming of Our Lord 
the grave. Don't talk too much about this winter. Let all of our members Is Jesus Coming Soon ? 

the vears of discretion and leave all have a burden for their loved ones Is God in Control? 
U 

the responsibility to the church. bef~re it is too late. Men and women, Write to the Secretary for 
Coleridge had a friend by the name * neighbours and friends are passing free literature 

of TheEwall, who thought it unfair into eternity in a moment of time Secretary's name and address 
to influence a child's mind by incul- these days. 

P' 

cating any opinions before i t  should As the bomb were dropping over Every tract should have a slip 
have come to the years of discretion . the city where I live, during the (Continued on page 4.) 



British Advent Messenger . SEPTEMBER 26, 1911 

Notes f rom the 
WEEK OE. SACRIFICE OFFERING, 

OCTOBER 2 5 ~ ~  
GOD has greatly blessed us des- 

pite the destruction that has visited 
almost the whole of Europe. There 
comes to us in the Week of Sacri- 
fice plan a renewed oppor&nity of 
expressing our gratitude; A week of 
sacrifice, whereby ministry and laity 
give to God's cause the equivalent of 
a week's salary, can become a 
pleasure to those whose hearts are 
kingdomwards. William J . Elliott, 
quoted in Cushman's, The Message 
of Stewardship has this rather good 
comment on the subject of giving 
to God's cause: 

"The Christian who measures his 
giving by the standards laid down in 
the New Testament will ask himself, 
'What proportion of the income 
which God has given me the ability 
to earn would He-have me keep for 
myself?' instead of, 'How much 
ought I to give to Him?' With these 
standards in vogue we would have 
fewer churchmembers who spend 
more for the upkeep of the& auto- 

Union President 
mobiles than they do for the upkeep 
of the kingdom. I am not raising 
any moral issue, nor saying what one 
should or should not spend his 
money for. I am making an appeal 
for Christian men and women to 
give first things first place; and I 
do say emphatically that there is 
something radically wrong with the 
viewpoint of the churchmember who 
gives his luxuries first place in his 
financial calculations, and the SUQ- 

port of the kingdom of God second 
place." 

We feel sure 1941 will see an 
increase in our Week of Sacrifice 
results. 

SAD NEWS 
MANY of our workers and people 

will remember - Christian Pedersen, 
formerly resident in , Edgware as 
treasurer of the Northern European 
Division. News has recently come to 
hand that he has passed away in 
Denmark after a severe illness. Our 
deep sympathy goes out to this good 
Adventist family. 

H. W. LOWE. 

deeply interested in its "younger sis- 
ter" and wishes the staff of the 
school at Stanborough Park God's 
richest blessing in their work. Dur- 
ing the evening, faculty and students 
met in a social function and became 
better acquainted with one another. 

The crowning meeting of our 
opening was held on Friday even- 
ing. It was the first testimony meet- 
ing of the new college year and as 
we listened to the experiences of the 
students in their summer's work and 
in their endeavours in various ways 
to get to College, we rejoiced par- 
ticularly to note how many could 
state definitely that they had realized 
that God was leading them by His 
own providence. Another recurring 
feature of the testimonies was the 
relation of meetings with people who 
have become profoundly interested 
in the truths which our students are 
being trained to present to the public. 
Student after student told how one 
here and another there were taking 
Bible-studies or studying deeply our 
literature as a result of God's bless- 
ing on their efforts during the sum- 
mer. How great a harvest there is 
to be reaped before Jesus comes 
again! How eager the students are - 

to complete their work that they may A nother College Year Begins go out and gather in the precious 
sheaves ! 

AS September 2nd drew near it 
became more and more apparent that 
Newbold Missionary College would 
be filled to capacity with students. 

, . Both preceptress and preceptor were 
hard put to it to find accommoda- 
tion for all those who wished to 
come. Somehow they managed it and 
when the opening exercises were held 
on Wednesday afternoon at three 
o'clock we had with us the largest 
number of students from the British 
Isles that we have had since the first 
year at Newbold. This is the more 
remarkable as last year was the first 
time in our history that eighteen 
students graduated and we had ex- 
pected some di£Eiculty in filling the 
ranks. We thank God that He has 
put-it into the hearts of the young 
people in our field to prepare for 
sentice. The College is happy that it 

- is able to present courses which We 
attractive to ambitious young men 
and women and we are looking for- 
ward to a time of unparalleled pro- 
gress. 

Tuesday and Wednesday morning 
were taken up with registration. We 

were pleased to have a large number 
who, having already matriculated, 
were ready to begin on their college 
work. On Wednesday afternoon we 
gathered in the chapel for the official 
opening of a new school year; with 
us were Pastor Lowe from the Union, 
Pastor King, president of the South 
England Conference, and Pastor 
R. S. Joyce, president of the North 
England Conference. In  addition d e  
had with us Pastor W. T. Bartlett, 
vettran educator, editor, missionary 
and preacher. The College is proud 
to have Brother Bartlett as a member 
of the faculty for this school year; 
we feel that his ~ d e  experience and 
tried scholarship will prove invalu- 
able to us in our task of preparing 
workers for the cause of God. All of 
these brethren gave us messages of 
encouragement, challenging us to 
pursue our task with increasing zeal 
and devotion. Their words found a 
ready response in our hearts. We 
were happy to learn from Pastor 
King of the excellent enrolment in 
the Stanborough Park Secondary and 
Preparatory School. The College is 

In closing this brief report of the 
opening of another school-year we 
give thanks to God for His protec- 
tion and because He has enabled us 
to take up our task again without 
hindrance. We thank the parents 
who have sacrificed that their 
children might come and the many 
generous-hearted churchmembers 
who have contributed to the 
Students' Aid Fund or have given 
directly to the support of some par- 
ticular student. May God bless you 
all and give you the satisfaction of 
seeing many souls won through the 
efforts of those whom you have 
helped to obtain the necessary pre- 
paration. A. J. RAITT. 

THOUGH in our journey through 
this world we find many rough and 
thorny paths, yet in view of the 
glorious prospect before us we can 
cheerfully pursue our course through 
them, and go on our way rejoicing. 
Let nothing discourage us from so 
doing .-Samuel C. Clap p. 

t 
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SOUTH ENGLAND 
o resident: Pastor G. D. King 
Ofice Address: 780 St. Albans 
Telephone: Garston (Watford) 

CONFERENCE 
Road, Watf ~ r d  
2213-4 

A War-Time Camp 
HOLIDAY camps have been re- 

garded as a pre-war luxury. Nobody 
thought that they were possible in 
these- days, but they are, and they are 
a success. 

The Bournemouth D i S t r i c t 
planned for one for its young people, 
and invited a few of the camping 
enthusiasts from Watford to join 
them, including Pastor Warland. 

How was it possible, and where 
was it held? Well, a kindly farmer 
loaned us a five-roomed hut at West 
Parley, a little village on the out- 
skirts of Bournemouth, at the sug- 
gestion of one of our local members. 
Cooking utensils were begged and 
borrowed from churchmembers, who 
also willingly donated certain scarce 
food commodities. 

Excitement ran high with the local 
young people as they collected their 
bedding together and prepared for 
August 10th. We have heard that 
some of them did not sleep much 
the previous week, and we do know 
that those who arrived the day before 
camp officially opened, talked until 
the early hours of the morning. 

Did they enjoy their war-time 
holiday? Of come  they did. You 
should have heard their lusty voices 
as they> played their games and went 
on their hikes. A visit was made to 
the old church at Kinson, where 

evidence can still be seen of the use 
that the smugglers made of it to hide 
their rum in days gone by. Another 
day a visit was made to Wimborne 
Minster. Great interest was shown 
in the chained library. All the books 
were on chains, including a 
"Breeches Bible" and a "Polyglot 
Bible." 

Did they enjoy their meals? Well, 
there was very little put into the 
waste bucket for the chickens. 

The camp was not only a social 
success, it was a place where the 
young people enjoyed their religious 
devotions. Some could not take part 
in Grayer when they came, but almost 
without exception they could pray 
before they went away. When Sab- 
bath came round, and Pastor War- 
land appealed for reconsecration, 
there was a very ready response. 

The Christian young people who 
spent this enjoyable holiday together 
were thirty-eight in all. 

G. R. BELL. 

WELSH MISSION 
Superi~tendent: Pastor S.  Georgc Hyde 
Office Address: "Ventnor," Ty-glas Road, Llanishen, Cardiff 
Telephone: Llanishen 600 

Over d1,OO 0 for Missions , 

JUST before the Departmrntal 
office secretary went for her holiday, 
she sent us a humble postcard upon 
which were written very few words. 
But what there were, were golden 
words, bringing the very message for 
which we had been praying and 
longing. These were the words : 

"Latest total £1,016. 2s. 8d. Con- 
gratulations ! " 

Once more gallant ,Wales had gone 
beyond - the goal and beyond the 
voluntary accepted higher goal of 
£1,000. Yes, and it was all accom- 
plished in the allotted time. £850 
is the goal set for Wqles. But a few 

l'&to.u and Mrs. G. R. Bell with the Bownemouth camp family. 

years ago that £850 was over-col- 
lected and £1,000 resulted. And that 
,gave the membership in Wales an 
idea-that each year they would like 
to raise £1,000 for missions. How 
well they have succeeded is shown 
by the following figures : 

The cause of missions is very dear 
to the hearts of our members in the 
Principality and they are proud to 
have been able to achieve such dis- 
tinction, glad to know that as a re- 
sult of these annual endeavours, stiU 
more of the peoples of other lands, 
may hear and embrace this message. 

The £1,014 which was the latest 
figure at the close of the carnpaign- 
that is the official close-is now old- 
fashioned. The latest figure which 
Brother Harker was able to send us 
was £1,114, a whole £100 more! 
But even that figure" is not final. 
Indeed, when all the bits and pieces 
are gathered in and the "grand 
total" can be ascertained, we believe 
that we shall have passed the £1,160 
of last year. For this we give praise 
to God and offer thanks to the gallant 
membership which gave unstinted 
service to make this total possible. 

S. G. HYDE. 



Fireside Evangelism 
(Continued from page l.) 

stuck in carrying the words, "With 
the compliments of the Home Study 
Bible League," and the local address. 
Send one tract per week. Let the 
isolated members join in this, and 
form their local home study Bible 
Leagues. 

Before embarking on your scheme, 
study carefully the following : 

HOW TO KEEP THE HOME [ALTAR] 
FIRES BURNING 

Deut. 6 : 6-12 
1. By memorizing the Word. 

"Shall be in thine heart." Verse 6. 
2. By teaching the Word to your 

own children. "Teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children." Verse 7. 

3. By godly conversation in the 
home. "Shalt talk of them (His 
words) when thou sittest in thine 
house." Verse 7. 

4. By godly conversation when out 
of the h~me.  "When thou walkest by 
the way." Verse 7. 

5. By meditation (day and night. 
Psa. 1.) "When thou liest down, and 
. . . risest up." Verse 7. 

6. By carrying the Word and put- 
ting it where you can see it. "Bind 
them for a sign upon thine hand." 
Verse 8. "Write them upon the'posts 
of thy house." Verse 9. 

7. By not forgetting the Lord. 
"Beware lest thou forget the Lord." 
Verse 12. E. E. CRAVEN. 

PRINTING.-C. Russell, Newton Street, 
Macclesfield. 

MOTHER and daughter (10) want one or 
two furnished rooms, preferably two beds. 
Use of gas stove. No attendance. Vege- 
tarians. Near Stanborough Park School. 
Write: Harvey, 5 Duncombe Road, London, 
N.19. 

To LET. Furnished bedroom and sitting- 
room. Small farm. Near bus route to St. 
Austell. Write : E. Phillips, Ty Gwyn, Car- 
luddon, St. 'Austell. 

WANTED.-Cowman, good wages and 
accommodation. Sabbath privileges. Nenr 
Southampton. Shelter provided. Write : 
Mr. Tilling, Stone Hills, Faw!ey, Hants. 
Reference: Pastor F.  A. Spearmg. 

SUNSET CALENDAR 
Reproduced from the Nautical Almanac 

permission of fhe Controller of H.M. 
Statronery Office; 

Lon'n Not'm Car'ff Edin Bel't 
Oct. 3rd 6.34 6.37 6.47 6.45 6.56 
Oct. 10th 6.19 6.21 6.31 6.27- 6.39 

l r  rl 1) BRITISH ADVENT MESSENGER 11 
Published fortnightly on Friday fo i  
the British Union Conference of 
Seventh-Ds Adventiats by The 
~t.nborougE Pre.8 ~ t d . .  Watford, 

Herts. 

1 1 .  Cogy for nezt issue.-Oct. 2nd. 

11 EDITOR: W. L. EMMERSON 

British Advent Messenger SEPTEMBER 26, 1941: . 

Are There Too Many Collections ? 
By H. W. LOWE 

SOMETIMES we hear people com- 
plaining that there are too many col- 
lections in our churches. An 
American experience brought this 
very vividly to my mind recently. 

I went to what is perhaps the 
largest negro church we have in tk 
States. The Sabbath-school com- 
menced at 9.30 a.m.; followed by a 
preaching service. It was the Thir- 
' teenth Sabbath, and everybody was 
keen to reach the Sabbath-school 
offerings goal. It is a large church 
of over 900 with many classes. 

I had given my usual offering in 
the visitors' class when I noticed a 
girl by my side with another offering 
envelope. She said, "I am from the 
Young People's class in the gallery. 
We are short of our goal by $1.75; 
would you help us?" L i e  a good 
Adventist I found my hand in my 
pocket, and, of course, helped her. 
I shall remember her smile for a long 
time. 

When I turned my head to the 
front once more I noticed that the 
teachers were moving about from 
class to class. A teacher from the 
class in front came to us and said, 
"Brethren, class fourteen is short by 
$2.50; can anyone spare a nickel? 
Whereupon she passed her offering 
envel~pe round to our class and for 
the third time I was giving a 
Sabbath-school offering. This went 
on for fully twenty minutes. 

Then the teachers stood up one by 
one and announced their total class 
offerings and the secretary withdrew 
to count up the total. In the mean- 
time hymns were being. sung and 
there was a general atmosphere of 
intense enthusiasm. Then the secre- 
tary returned and announced that the 
total Sabbath-school offering was, I 
think, something like $770. There 
was a tremendous chorus of "Amens" 
and "Halleluiahs" from all over that 
large coloured congregation. I then 
went on to the platform. for the after 
service, and before I came to my 
preaching, collections had been taken 
up for (1) the church expenses, (2) 
the church building fund, (3) the 
winter coal fund, (4) the M.V. out- 
ing, (5)- the poor fund, etc. 

All this was interspersed with 
lively singing and spirited exhorta- 

tions. The whole atmosphere was 
happy and contagiously enthusiastic. 
It was the hottest day I remember 
since I lived in West Africa, New 
York being then in the midst of a 
tremendous heat wave. Just before I 
spoke a deacon handed me a glass 
of iced pineapple juice, and the 
deacon on the other side passed me a 
fan. The whole congregation was 
using these fans also. When I had 
*hished preaching the minister arose 
and said that after such a sermon 
he could not think of any unsaved 
soul leaving that church, and in a 
little while, as the congregation sang 
revival hymns, forty or fifty people 
came to the front for special prayer. 

It was two-twenty when I left the 
church after the preaching service. 
Nine-thirty till two-twenty-and I 
enjoyed every moment of it! I did 
not walk home counting up how 
many collections there were, nor how 
much money I had given. I walked 
away marvelling at the contagious en- 
thusiasm of these dear negro believ- 
ers. They seem to have a real joy 
in giving. They had at least learned 
the secret of making the giving of 
gifts an enjoyable part of their 
religion. 

I went to two fashionable churches 
on Sunday where there was a dis- 
tinctly "millionaire" atmosphere. 
The service that remains with me is 
that in which our coloured brethren 
brought me a great blessing! 

I wonder if we should use the term 
"offering" rather than "collection"? 
An offering is something we gladly 
give to the Lord because our hearts 
are on fire for Him. Perhaps a col- 
lection is something that somebody 
is sent to take from us! Be that as 
it may, I cannot believe that there 
are too many offerings in the service 
of our God. 

"Let not our churchmembers com- 
plain because they are so often called 
upon to give. . . . From every church, 
prayers should ascend to God for 
an increase of devotion and liberal- 
ity."-"Testimonies," Vol. 9, page 
55. 
-- + - 6  

"EACH of US has the power of 
making happier, sunnier, the little 
spot wherein our daily life is spent." 
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