
Croydon's 
FOR twenty-five long years our 

members in Croydon have been 
waiting for a. place of worship of 
their own. Sometimes they wor- 
shipped in small "upper rooms," 
at other times in little white- 
washed halls. If ever a church 
was in need of a "home" it was 
Croydon, and fortunately the 
church knew it. Every member 
was on a keen look out for a place 
that was suitable 
for its needs. 

In the begin- 
ning it seemed a 
hopeless task; in 
battle - scarred 
Croydon where 
so m a n y  
churches h a d 
suffered f r o m 
enemy action, 
everything that 
could be used 
was being used, 
and nothing was 
allowed to stand 
idle. At last, 
however, o n e 
member, with 
triumph in his 
voice, declared 
that "he had 
found it," and 
soon Pastor L 
D. Vince was on 
his way to in- 
spect "it." 

Yes, there it 
was at Elmers 
Road, Woodside, 
but in a state 
that would have 
m a d e almost 
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anybody discouraged - anybody 
but Brother Vince. One night 

-during the "blitz" of '40 six in- 
cendiaries fell through the roof 
and a fire started. However, the 
fire-watchers with their stirrup 
pumps and buckets of sand were 
on the spot, and the building was 
saved. Since that night the 
church, belonging to the Metho- 
dists, lay derelict, the wind howl- 

ing through a gaping hole in the 
roof, rain and snow having free 
play, great parts of the ceiling 
burned down, almost every win- 
dow broken and replaced with 
wood, the floor covered with ashes 
and sand which had mounted up 
through the three or four years 
that the buiIding had been out of 
use, no light, no water-in short, 
the building reminded one of the 
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h o U s e several 
years after the 
seven evil spirits 
had returned. 

After having 
viewed t h e 
building, Bro- 
ther Vince had 
the impression 
t h a t "under- 
neath the grimy 
skin was beating 
a heart of gold" 
and by hard 
work and enthu- 
siasm the place 
could be made 
inhabitable. 

When t h e  
brethren from 
the Union Com- 
m i t t e e  had 
viewed a n d 
sanctioned the 
purchase of the 
building o u r 
pastor initiated 
n e g o t i a -  
tions W h i c h 
were completed 
t o everyone's 
satisfaction by 
Brother Carey, 



Besides the cost of the building 
itself other expenses had, of 
course, to be taken into account 
-carpets, organs, piano, radi- 
ators, seating accommodation, 
etc. When all these had been 
estimated the Croydon church 
was confronted with the task of 
raising quite a formidable sum. 
I t  was a task, but soon the gifts 
began to come in, large gifts and 
small gifts, every member show- 
ing a willingness to sacrifice. 
Especially would we mention our 
appreciation of a generous gift 
from the British Union Confer- 
ence and also of a loan from our 
sister church in Lewisham. So 
we are indeed happy to be able 
to say that to-day, six months 
after the purchase was made, the 
full amount has been raised and 
the church, free of debt and free- 
hold, is our 'own possession. 

We were so enthusiastic that 
we could not wait until the work 
was finished before we moved in. 
One cold Sabbath morning in 
April we had our first service in 
the small school-hall in the rear of 
the building. The heating did not 
work, neither did the light, but 
our hearts were warm in gratitude 
that at last we could worship 
under our own roof. 

As the weeks passed, under the 
able leadership of Brother Vince, 
rapid progress was made. Much 
carpentrv had to be 
duiing the first few 

done, and 

night, without a break, these 
machines of death and destruc- 
tion came hurtling across the sky, 
dropping anywhere and every- 
where. Looking at the F-bomb 
map of Croydon, England's most 
F-bombed town, we indeed see 
that only a miracle saved our 
building. Were we discouraged? 
Why no! While windows were 
blasted out in the next street, we 
put our new windows in, trusting 
that the Lord would look after 
them. 

One afternoon two men, stand- 
ing in the street outside the 
church seemed to be having an 
argument over something or 
other. Their loud voices could be 
heard very clearly. 

"I don't believe it," said one. 
"Well, it is the truth," an- 

swered the other. 
"I still don't believe it; they 

just couldn't ! " retorted the first. 
"Well, I don't care whether you 

believe it or not, but I saw with 
my own eyes that the ladies did 
paint that church!" 

And the ladies did! 
So while God was protecting 

His house, the work went on. 
Pews, bought from a bombed 
church, and generously given by 
the South England Conference, 
were varnished and placed in 
position, doors, panels, and pulpit 
were painted and grained, floors 
were cleaned and polished, walls 
and windows painted, new roof 

was put on and new fence was 
built.- 

But we know that no Seventh- 
Day Adventist church is complete 
without a baptistery, so it was not 
long before this new enterprise 
was begun. Gravel and cement 
were bought and under the guid- 
ance of Brother Vince the work 
was completed and the baptistery 
stood ready for the much longed- 
for occassion when it would be 
used for the first time. During 
the whole of the summer, in spite 
of great setbacks by reason of the 
V 1 menace, a full evangelistic pro- 
gramme has been carried out. 
Pastor Vince held a strong effort 
in Croydon, and many interested 
people are already worshipping 
regularly with us in the new 
church. 

At last the great dedication day 
came. On Sabbath, November 
18th, our new home was conse- 
crated to God. Friends from far 
and wide found their way to 
Croydon and throughout the day 
the church was filled to the last 
seat. Brother Carey opened the 
day by conducting a most inspir- 
ing lesson study, the prophecy of 
Nahum taking on new life as we 
listened. The dedicatory address 
was delivered by Pastor H. W. 
Lowe. In it we were reminded 
that a church was not just a mere 
building, but a body of people 
with the spirit of Christ, and a 
temple in which God dwells. The 

weeks-we were grate- 
ful for the good help 
of Brother H. Mus- 
grave. Most of the 
painting was done by 
the ladies Miss V. 
Warren and Miss R. 
Newell, o U r two 
Bible-workers, de- 
serve special praise 
for their untiring ef- 
forts in mastering 
this art. A little 
gingerly at first but 
later with the readi- 
ness of professionals, 
they climbed the lad- 
ders and the work 
went quickly on. 

'Then in the midst 
of our efforts catas- 
trophe came. The 
long threatened se- 
cret w e a p o n, V 1 
arrived. Day and The interior of  the new Croxdon church building. 
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dedicatory prayer wns off(-red by 
Pastor G. D. King, who also con- 
ducted a very inspiring service in 
the afternoon. "The Cross is 
God's estimate of the value of the 
church. Me were bought with a 
price and the price was the cross, 
therefore," we were admonished, 
" it is God's purpose, that the 
church should be without spot or 
wrinkle." 

Throughout the day we were 
privileged to listen to solos ren- 
dered by Mrs. M. Bates including, 
among others, "Bless this house" 
and "Abide with me." 

The Croydon church now 
stands as a monument showing us 
that as God was with our 
pioneers so He is with us. I t  
speaks to us of the high duties 
and responsibilities yet to be dis- 
charged and of victories yet to be 
won. In  this faith, with hearts 
confident in God, this monument 
has been dedicated to Him. 

N o ~ e s  from ihe 
U n i o n  Presidenf 

A BRITISH MEDICAL MISSIONARY 

DR. E. G. ESSERY has left to 
take up his work in the Middle 
East, and will later be joined by 
two doctors from America. They 
will work together in the estab- 
lishment of hospital work in this 
important mission field. His wife 
and three children remain at 
home. 

WAR-TIME SABBATH-SCHOOL 
NEEDS 

THE Union Committee is pro- 
viding a Sabbath-School Goal 
Chart for use in all our schools. 
For the use of officers we are 
also preparing a booklet outlin- 
ing the duties and aims of Sab- 
bath-school officers. 

It is felt that the war has rather 
adversely affected our schools and 
we must do something to restore 
the situation. Evacuation has re- 
duced some schools to family 
schools, and attendances have 
dropped perhaps because of the 
heavy demands on everybody's 
time. 

In 1940 we had 166 schools : in 
1944 we have 162. 

At the outbreak of war our 
Sabbath-school membership was 

5,334; to-day it is 5,596, whereas 
it should be nearer 7,000. In  1940 
we had 581 more Sabbath-school 
members than churchmembers. 
In 1941 we had 700 fewer Sab- 
bath-school than church mem- 
bers. I n  1944 we have 500 fewer, 
whereas we should have at least 
1,000 more in Sabbath-schools 
than in the church. 

When we consider how many 
should be in our Sabbath-school 
membership but are not, we find 
to-day there are 1,463 missing 
members. We want to get those 
people into our schools. Children, 
youth, the sick and the aged, and 
all adult members should be en- 
joying the blessings of daily Bible 
study and weekly united worship 
in the Sabbath-schools. 

Our schools have done mag- 
nificently during the war when it 
comes to supporting our missions. 
Offerings in 1940 were £5,822; 
for the nine months of 1944 they 
were £8,736. We owe sincere 
thanks to our faithful members 
for this fine figure. 

OUR BELIEVERS IN EUROPE 
FROM a British Adventist sol- 

dier recently in Greece we have 
received news that our people 
there are in need of food, money, 
and clothing, none of which how- 
ever can be forwarded to them at 
present. Several members have 
died of star+ation. We also learn 
that about 200 German members 
have lost their lives during the 
war. H. W. LOWE 
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Notes from the President 
ALL of US hopefully anticipate 

that the coming year will see the 
close of the European conflict. 
The weary years of war have 
dragged on longer than most 
people expected, and we all ex- 
perience the feelings of frustra- 
tion which war conditions bring 
However, we start the New Year 
with courage good and confidence 
strong, realizing that God has 

been with us, and that His hand 
is over His cause, leading it on to 
certain victory and final triumph. 
We should realize, however, that 
the end of hostilities will not end 
all our problems, but it will, with 
other changes, bring a change of 
problems, and should also bring 
with it the assurance that the 
closing phases of the Lord's work 
will be the most glorious ever ex- 
perienced by God's people. This 
New Year should be a challenge 
to us all to be ready for service 
and for salvation in the "great day 
of His power." "Speak unto the 
children of Israel that they go 
forward" is still God's message to 
His church. 

THE Croydon membership is 
now happily housed in its de- 
lightful church building and had 
the joy of witnessing the first 
baptism there on Sunday, De- 
cember 17th, when Pastor L. D. 
Vince baptized the firstfruits of 
his much-interrupted campaign. 
Further details of this will appear 
later. 

At Folkestone on Sabbath, De- 
cember 16th, special re-opening 
services were held in the church 
building which has stood through 
so many thrilling war days. Hap- 
pily the occasion was marked 
with a baptismal service, when 
Pastor C. R. Bonney gathered in 
further fruitage from his work 
in the war-stricken Gillingham 
area. 

The members at Edmonton 
have been working valiantly on 
their church building project and 
it is confidently expected that the 
full purchase price will be in 
hand by the close of 1944. 

GOOD-BYE TO 1944 
THE final figures for 1944 are 

not yet to hand. These will be 
given in a later issue. We do 
know, however, that this has been 
a good year in many ways, and 
we can surely say with the psalm- 
ist, "Thou crownest the year with 
Thy goodness." In mission ser- 
vice, in mission offerings, and 
tithe returns, this Centenary year 
will have been the best in our ex- 
perience. We press on into 1945 
confident that it will be better 
than our best. May God with His 
rich blessing make it so. 

C .  D. KING. 
DECEMBER 29, 1944 



Prrcident: Pastor R. S Joyce 
O f i c e  Addtrcs :  22 Zulla Road 

Mapperley Park, Nott ingllan~ 
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Won-Ones W i n  Others 
TEN thousand handbills were 

distributed inviting people to a 
Laymen's Evangelistic Campaign 
held at ;the Co-operative Hall, 
Handsworth, Birmingham The 
first Sunday only two non- 
members attended, but a little is a 
lot when God is in it The acorn 
became an oak and the attendance 
gradually grew. 

Brother H. B Wells, assisted 
by other laymen, very -ably de- 
livered the message. Several men 
and women have accepted the 
Sabbath and other precious 
truths. An encouraging baptism 
is expected in the near future 
and others, keenly interested, are 
coming to the meetings week by 
week. Brother F. Edwards has, 
during the past three or four 
weeks, kindly given part of his 
time to this campaign. 

We praise God for His bless- 
ing, and thank the members for 
their support. At rhe time of 
writing, after paying hall rent, 
advertisements, h y m n books, 
fares, etc., there is a credit bal- 
ance of &20. This has been 
m o S t l y subscribed by non- 
members, and will be used for 
f~jrther missionary work Laymen, 
Arise-Evangelize. LAYMAN. 

WALKER. -T~~  Dundee church has lost 
another two of its mcmhets Mr and 
Mrs. Robert Walker We  were saddened 
by the tragic news on Novcmber 23, 
1944, that our  hrother aud sistpr had lost 
t hen  livcs through enemy ac t~on  In the 
south of England. Brother Walker had 
gone south about two mo,ntlis ago, and 
Sister TValker went to v i s ~ t  he r  husband 
and have a short holiday S ~ s t c r  Walker 
accepted the truth ahout twelve years 
ago through the efiorts of Brother Tall- 
ping and later in 1936 under the lab- 
ours' of Sistcr ' Archibafd, her hushand 
took his stand and was baptizcd 'rile 
funeral took place in a quiet little ceme- 
tery in Kent, where thcy sleep until 
the day dawns Our sympathy is with 
the rclativcs who made the sad jonrnry 
south t o  the funeral 

CHURCH CLERK 

TPSSIIP -The Bristol church has been - - - . - - 
called upon to mourn the loss of oue 
of the lambs of its flock. David Jessup, 
aged twelve,years. a d boy who often 
took Dart In our b%hatll-school pro- 
~ ~ a m k e s  was taken suddenly ill on 
Friday hnd passed away on Sabbath 
afternoon October 28, 1944 He was 
laid to rest in the Avon \Tie! Cemetery 
to await the call of Jesus 111s Sav~our  
Our hearts go out in sympathy to his 
sorrowing parents, grandparents, and 
other relatives who will sorely miss their 
helpful polite little lad. We  sorrow w ~ t h  
them, but take comfort in the hope,of 
meeting David on the glad resurrectlon 
mornlnlt. 0 M DORLAND 

HVLLAMBY -On November 3 1944, 
Mrs. Mary Hollamhy, aged &dy-slx 
years was laid to rest in the New 
sout1;gate Cemetery North London . 
She had fought a iood fight .through- 
out a life of unusual t r~a ls ,  lncludlng 
severe opposition to her endeavour to 
lrcep the truth. She was baptized many 
years ago by Pastor Barras, and, until 
her health failed continued to @ve 
faithful attendan& at the Holloway 
church Our  sympathy and condolences 
go to her sorrowing daughters and other 
relatives W e  look forward to the grand 
reunion on the resurrection morn. 

A. J MUSTARD 

K E ~ N E D Y  -The Advent believers in 
Aberdeen regret to announce the dcath 
on November 7 1944, after a short ill- 
ness of Siste; Mary Kennedy aged 
eighty-seven years. Our sister he&d the 
messagc under the ministry of Pastor 
S G Joyce, and was baptized on  Octo- 
her 7 1934 She was of a cheerful 
nature) and remained faithful t o  the end 
We laid her to rest In Allenvale Ceme- 
tery after a service of comfort to rei?. 
tives and friends, conducted by Pastor 
H T Jolinson. There she peaceiuliy 
sleeps until the resurrection nior:l 

CHURCH CLERK 
NASH-Mrs. A. Nash fell peacefully 

asleep on November 12 1944 after a 
short illness and was laid td rest in 
the North \?fatford Cemetery on Thurs- 
day November 16th. Sister Nash united 
witl; the Adventist church in Hull over 
t h i ~ t y  years ago, and for many years 
was a very faithful member there She  
came to Stanborough Park church Wat- 
ford some eighteen years ago S i e  was 
a ldyal wife, a loving mother, and a 
kind neighhour, always ready to help 
any one in  need Her  thoughts to the 
last were for others, in uiring if their 
needs were supplied %he loved her 
Saviour and looked forward with joy 
to the time when He would return to 
gather His own She sleeps in the Blas. 
ter's keeping and when H e  shall appear 
we believe she will also appear with 
fTitn in glory Two sons two daughters 
and.  several grandchildien mourn he; 
loss hut with the church look for the 
codiyg of Jesus with hope of a, grand 
reunton Servlces were held 1x1 the 
Stanhorough Park church and at  the 
graveside by Pastor G D. King and the 
writer W H MEREDITH 

MISS NASH and Mrs Argent wish to 
thank friends for help and sympathy 
aud for letters and floral tributes sent 
in their recent hereavement 

WIIITING -We regret to ' announce 
the passing away on October 23, 1944 
of Brother Whiting. one of the naves; 
members of the Gloucester company 
Brother Whiting camc in contact with 
the message through the ministry of I 
McGougan and Miss John, and with his 
wife was reccived into the Gloucestc~ 
comrlanv The  funeral service took 
placi it; the Lonsdale Methodist church, 
where Brbther Whiting was for some 
venrs the caretaker, on Monday, Octo- 
ber 30th. W e  extend to Mrs Whitinn 
our sincerest sympathy in her great loss 
and look forward with her to the glad 
reunion in  the earth made new 

E E HULRERT 

ERSKIRE.-Mrs. Erskine Sen , passed 
away suddenly In her seventy-seventh 
year on Novemher 28 1944 Her death 
was unexpected for sl;e attended church 
as usual on the l~revious Sunday after- 
noon For over thirty-five years our 
sister had witnessed to the saving truths 
of God's Word She was one of the 
charter members of the Florenceville 
church and always had at  heart the in- 
terests of the church she dearly loved 
We  laid her to lest  in the Knockbreda 
Cemetery fervently believing that soon 
the orand ;eunion will be a reality and 
painaand sorrow things of the past May 
the dew of heaven rest upon Robert and 
Harry in  their sad loss 

E E. CRAVEN 
ICIRBY -Mrs. Kirby, formerly of the 

Liverpool church lpassed away on No- 
vember 26 1944 ' after an acute attack 
of bronchiiis ~1;irty odd years ago she 
read herself into the truth after a visit 
by her sister from the United States 
and was baptized by Pastor W. Maud- 
sley She loved her Lord a n d  Master 
and served the church fa~thful ly  for 
many years as treasurer. W e  laid her 
to rest in the Knockbreda Cemetery to 
await the Life-giver's call Mr. Kirby 
and Miss M Kirby mourn the loss of a 
loyal wife and Christian mother. 

E. E. CRAVEN 
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A VACANCY in  the near future for  the 

post of sister in a General Nursing 
Home, situated on Sussex-Surrey bor- 
ders Must he S RN! and have ex- 
perience in staff management Salary 
£150 rising to £ 180. Resident post 
Sabbath orivilenes. with excellent hours 
and hol ida~s .  Apply with full details 
of qualifications and experience to: The 
Principal Upper Quabrook, Coleman's 
Hatch,  usse sex 

WANTED immcdiatcly, housekeeper for 
farm. Two in family. Good food. No 
rough work. Sabbath privileges Widow 
with son of fourteen would be suitable 
or married counle. Write for  full details 
to IT P,. c/o 3 Kingswood Road. Gar- 
ston. Watford. He rB  

FOR SALE: Quantity pre-war envelopes 
100 3/6: 500 IS/-, inc!uding postage 
Write: Br~t ton ,  33 Falrfield Avenue, 
Canton, Cardiff 

SUNSET CALENDAR 
Rrmlnrlui .-,l trom f l ~ r  Nnutical Alwnnnc 

by prrm;wion of the Controller of, 
H .  M. Stationrry ORice 

Lon'n Not'm Car'ff FAin Rel't 
Tan 5th 4 06 4 03 4 18 3 54 4.13 
Jan 12th 4 15 4 13 4.28 4 05 4 23 
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