
The Philosophy of Trial 
SOME may ask, 'What has 

philosophy or a philosopher to 
do with trials?" I might answer, 
"Much every way." 

Webster defines "philosophery' 
as "one who lives according to 
the rules of practical wisdom; one 
who meets or regards all vicissi- 
tudes with calmness." 

He defines philosophy as 
"practical wisdom, c&nness of 
temper." 

Nearly all, if not all, trials are 
experiences' which test calmness, 
wisdom, judgment, and ability to 
act ,wisely. T o ,  illustrate, I once 
heard a mother exclaim to her 
child, "Oh dear! How you do 
try my patience ! " 

That child, without intending 
or realizing what she had done, 
had been testing her mother's 
ability to be patient. 

Trial means anything that tries 
or tests, ability to revyl wisdom 
or calmness, even m small 
matters. 

As we compare our trials with 
those of others all around us, we 
are able to grasp the truthfulness 
of the poet's words: 
"The w&ld is full of sighs, 
Full of sad and weeping eyes." 

If we will listen and remember 
the Master's words, "Whatso- 
ever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to 
them," it will help us to heed the 
poet's further counsel : 
"Help your fallen brother rise 
WGile the days are going by." 

As we heed it we shall know 
the truism : "Burdens shared are 
burdens lightened." And this is 
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fulfilling the law of Christ. ' (See 
Gal. 6 : 23 

From &nong Webster's defini- 
tions of trials and kindred words 
I have selected the following: 
"The state or fact of being tried 
by s ~ ~ i n g ;  especially, a test of 
one's vlrtue, faith, patience, etc., 
by being subjected to affliction or 
temptation." 

Let us remember that this has 
%n.a universal law from the be- 
gnning. "To Adam He [God] 
said, Because thou hast . . . eaten 
of the tree: . . . cursed is the 
ground . . . ; thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to 
thee." 

The Creator saw that thorns, 
thistles, and sorrow-which re- 
present trials-would be not only 
a result but a necessity. Do you 
ask why? Did you notice that I 
left out three vitally important 
words which give the answer? 
They are "for thy sake." Note: 
"Cursed is the ground for thy 
sake." I wish to say to you, my 
brethren, I am seeking, by His 
grace, to see my trials in that 
light. 

But how often many of us 
fail and, like Jacob of old, ay ,  
"All these things are against me ! " 
But our best Friend replies, "No, 
My child, they are for your 
good." 

One of the strongest lessons on 
trials, as tests of loyalty, is given 
in Malachi 3 : 3 : "He shall sit as 

a refiner and purifier of silver: 
and He shall purify the sons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold and 
silver, that they may offer unto 
the Lord an offering of righteous- 
ness." 

I have seen gold purified. My 
friend, a jeweller, said, "I need 
some pure gold. All the dross 
must be burned out." He put 
some pieces of gold into a cru- 
cible and put the crucible into the 
furnace of fire. He watched the 
process carefully. Gradually the 
dross came to the top ilnd 'was 
burned; then that instant he re- 
moved the crucible, and his face 
was reflected in the bright molten 
mass. 

Spiritually speaking, G o d 
wants pure gold. He has a cru- 
cible, and we are in it. His fur- 
nace is the furna'ce of experience. 
Trials of various degrees sur- 
rounding us day by day repre- 
sent the fire that must bum the 
dross. 

Our assayer, Jesus Christ, is 
most carefully watching the pro- 
cess. As the dross is burned, the 
heat is removed, and the instant 
His face is reflected in us the 
work is finished and we are ready 
for His eternal kingdom. 

I love the words of the p d t  
touching this precious tY~~th : 

"When through fiery tri& thy 
pathway shall lie, 

Mv grace all-sufficient shall be thy - 
supply; 

The flame shall not hurt thee; I 
only design 

Thy dross to consume and thy 
gold to refine." , 



put, brethren, that is not all. 
l 3 e  climax seems to be in the 
thrilling promise- 
"The soul that on Jesus doth lean 

for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to his 

foes ; 
That soul, though all hell should 

endeavour to shake, 
I'll never, no never, no never for- 

sake." 
0 my dear brethren, with these 

soul-thrilling facts before us, why 
do we not more often "rejoice in 
tribulation" ? 
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OUR WEST AFRICAN MISSIONS 

HERE is an interesting report 
just received from the leader of 
our work in West Africa: 

"Just a few words of greeting, 
from West Africa which we hope 
will find you and your family 
quite well. I am sure you people 
in England are feeling a great 
relief since the V-2 bombs have 
ceased coming over, and now 
the black-out is going to be 
lifted. What a relief that will be 
to you all. No doubt many of 
our people have suffered much 
during these years, but we trust 
that the bombing is all over, and 
that soon things may return to 
more normal conditions. The 
news is excellent these days and 
it looks as though Hitler will not 
have many more birthdays! 

"We are very happy to report 
the arrival of Brother and Sister 
Stearman in the Gold Coast. I 
understand they are already on 
their station at Agona, and I 
hope to be seeing them before 
long. We are very grateful indeed 
for these fresh recruits and are 
looking forward to the arrival of 
more in the not distant future 

"Brother Walton is back in 
Nigeria, and has been made 
superintendent of the E a S t 
Nigerian Field. His health is not 
too good because of his low 
blood-count, and we feel some- 
what anxious as to whether he 
will be able to stay long in the 
field. We sincerely hope that the 
Lord may spare him for service 
in Ibo country. 

"Brother W. J. Newman was 
oidained to the ministry at our 
recent camp meeting at Aba. We 
had excellent camps this year in 
the Ibo country and 320 people 
were baptized. By the way, that 
reminds me of a baptism I wit- 
nessed over in the Cameroons 
when eight people, crippled from 
leprosy, were baptized by Pastor 
Fridlin. I t  was a very touching 
sight to see these poor people 
being helped down to the river 
and to witness Brother Fridlin's 
joy in performing this service 
for them. There is a Govern- 
ment leper camp near the Mis- 
sion at Nanga-Eboko in which 
we have a small Adventist vil- 
lage, and from time to time there 
are baptisms there, though the 
church does not grow much on 
account of the deaths taking 
place from that loathsome dis- 
ease 

"Pastor and Mrs. J. J. Hyde 
are overdue for furlough, but we 
have no overseas worker to re- 
lieve them in Sierra Leone and 
Pastor Wilson, the man appoin- 
ted to take over from Mr. Hyde, 
is sick. Things are in a very 
critical condition in that field." 

OUR COLLEGE WORK 
Graduation exercises at Pack- 

wood will be held over the week- 
end of May 25th to 27th. A 
small graduating class will be 
available for field work this year. 

The future of our College is 
a little uncertain so far as de- 
requisition of our Newbold 
building is concerned It  is still 
held by the Government, but, of 
course, our College work will go 
on either in our temporary or 
permanent quarters. 

Brother R. Scar, of our College 
staff, has obtained his L.R A.M. 

THIS GREAT VICTORY 
SERVICES of Thanksgiving 

were held in many of our 
churches on Victory Day. We 
share with the nation at large, 
an immense sense of relief as 
the shadow of a great terror re- 
cedes. We should pray that we 
may be worthy of this deliver- 
ance, that the lessons of the past 
six years may be well learned, 
and that we, as a church, may 
press on with God's work with 
an added consciousness that time 
is desperately short. 

H. W. LOWE. 

South England 
Confere&ce 
president: Pastor G. D. King 
Ofice Address: 780 St. Albans 

Road, Watford 
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2213-4. 

Hastening the Coming 
WE greatly appreciate .the con- 

tinued support of our mission 
work, which is evidenced by the 
liberality of our people in their 
Sabbath-school offerings. With a 
total of £1,647. 6s. 4d. for the 
first quarter of the year, South 
England has once again passed 
the suggested minimum goal of 
9d. per week per churchmember. 
This has been largely due to the 
splendid offerings of those Sab- 
bath-schools which, sometimes 
aided by visiting overseas breth- 
ren, have aimed to reach over l/- 
per week per churchmember, 
including Thirteenth Sabbath 
offering, Birthday gifts, and In- 
vestment money. 

No less than twenty-seven 
groups have passed this higher 
figure and we give them below 
for the interest and encourage- 
ment of our membership, with 
their individual weekly per mem- 
ber figures: 

S, d. 
Swindon . .. .. .. 3  3  
\Veston/winscombe . 2  9 
Sittingbourne . .. 2 6  
St. Mabyn . 2 5 
Edgware . . . . . 2 3  
High Wycombe 2 3  
Salisbury . 2 3  
\I'it~slow .. . . 1  10 
Walthamstow 1 9  
Chelmsford . 1 8  
Medstead . . . 1  7 
Rye . ... 1 7  
che~tcni lam . . .  1 6 4  
Knaphill . . .  1 6  
s t  ~ u s t e l i  . .... 1  6  
IAlto11 . .  . 1 5  
Huntinadon . .  1 4 $  
Slough . 1  46 
Dedford . 1 4  
Torquay . ... 1  2 
Southstokc . .. 1  14 
Rcading . . . .  1  1 
Richmond . . ... 1  1  
Southampton . 1 l 
Exeter . ... . l 0  
Gillinghatn . 1 0  
Norwich . . l 0  

In addition to the above, Bath, 
Bournemouth, Bristol, Dereham, 
Enham, Gloucester, Leatherhead, 
Plymouth, Stanborough Park, 
Watford, and Wimbledon have 
all passed the 9d. per member 
mark. 

We would take this opportunity 
of thanking all our Sabbath- 
school members for their liberal 
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meetings a good interest was 
aroused in the neighbourhood, 
several contacts were made, and 
studies given to a number of 
people in their homes. 

It has been a source of great 
joy to the members of the 
Handsworth church, and indeed 
to members of the other churches 
in the district to see some dear 
souls take their stand with God's 
remnant people as a result of the 
earnest and untiring efforts put 
forth, and the prayers offered; 
and to see others, too, who were 
first contacted by lay people, and 
passed over to me for instruction 
in the message, come forward for 
baptism. 

One of these, a young lady, 
had the blessed experience of 
becoming a soul-winner before 
her baptism. It  is almost a year 
since she first began to keep the 
Sabbath, and requested her em- 
ployers-one of the largest firms 
in the city-to grant her the 
Sabbath. Her faith was rewarded, 
and earnest prayers on her behalf 
were answered in a marvellous 
way. Since that time, week by 
week, she has taken her place in 
the Handsworth Sabbath-school, 
eagerly drinking in the truths of 
God's Word. As the winter came 
on, the question of leaving off 
work early on Friday evening 
had again to be brought to the 
attention of her employers. At 
first, it seemed that the matter 
would prove difficult, but even- 
tually the firm agreed to grant 
her request on condition that she 
would lose the whole of Friday 
afternoon. This she was very 
willing to do, and .rejoiced, 
although it meant a further de- 
crease in her income, that once 
again the Lord had wonderfully 
intervened on her behalf. 

Some w ~ k s  prior to this 
second test, cnu. young Mend 
had begun to bear witness to her 
workmatqs, and as a result one 
of these became interested and 

BRITISH ADVENT MESSENGER 
Publtshed fortni htly on Friday for the 
Brltlsh Un~on  tonferencc of Seventh- 
Day Adventists by the Stanborougb 

Press Ltd., Watford, Herts. 
Copy for  next issue.-May 23, 1945 

EDITOR : W. L. EMMERSON 

soon joined her in receiving in- 
struction in the truths we hdd 
so dear. This young lady, too, 
was soon keeping the Sabbath, 
having been granted the same 
privilege as her friend. Together 
week by week, they have $mnk 
in the truths of God's Word and 
fully accepted them all. Together 
they went down into the waters 
of baptism and were accepted 
into fellowship w i t  h God's 
people, the soul-winner and her 
first-fruits. 

It is such experiences as these 
that make a l1  t h e  strenuous 
efforts put forth seem well worth 
while, and enable us to bear the 
bitter disappointments which are 
often the lot of the soul-winner. 

Work is still being done with 
other interested souls in Hands- 
worth whom we hope to see take 
their stand in the near future. 
We solicit your prayers on 
behalf of this great city of over 
a million souls. 

F. EDWARDS. 

Wedding Bells 
PARRY-WURR - Surgeon Lt. 

Roland Parry, R.N., and Miss 
Vera S. Wurr were united in mar- 
riage in the Stanborough Park 
church on Sunday, May 6, 1945, 
before a good company of rela- 
tions and friends. We were de- 
lighted to see these Adventist 
young people facing life together, 
and we wish them an abundance of 
happiness and divine blessing in 
years to come. H. W. LOWE. 

LENNOX.---Sister Lennox of Glasgow 
has received notification from the Ad- 
miralty that all hope has been aban- 
doned concerning the fate of her son 
Jqhn. John served on the H M.S. ~ a s h l  
mlr as Tem orary-surgeon Lieutenant 
R N.V.R. ~ K i s  destroyer was sunk od 
Crete on February 23 1941. To Sister 
Lennox, who hoped against hope, Pas- 
tor W Lennox of Stoke and Mrs. 
Lewis of Winslow mother brother and 
slster of Dr. ~ o h n '  ~ennox)  we offe; our 
most sincere condolences May the hour 
soon arrive when reunion shall take 
place with no more heartaches no more 
partdgs. J. A. MC&ILLAN. 

in Hull, our sis- 
ri faithful member radiatinc 

her own deep conviction to this truth 
to the members of her family so that 
soon she had the joy of seedn Sister 
Hall, her daughter. also baptized. Then 
two years later her grandson, Peter 

Hall and his friend Roy Pettitt em. 
bracLd the truth, ~ o y '  having leaded of 
it while an evacuee in the home of 
Mrs Hall. We shall mlss Sister Sege 
whose quiet confidence and energetif 
missionary actlvity was an asset In 
church life But we sorrow not 1. 

CLEWS.-At the advanced age of 
eighty-two years Sister Clews passed 
peacefully away bn April 1, 1945 at the 
home of her son, wlth whom ;be had 
lived for a number of vears. Our si.;. 

look forward to renewing our fellow- 
ship with her when esus makes all 
things new I! M. BARBER. 

GAINES -Another faithful member of 
the Bournemouth church has passed to 
her rest. Sister Elizabeth Pease Gaines 
died in a nursing home on Wednesday 
April 25 1945 at the age of sixty-nin; 
years ghe f iht  became i~terested in 
present truth through the Influence of 
the late Sister Blunt during the minis- 
try of Pastor G. BelI, and was baptized 
about eight years ago by Pastor G. D. 
King Sister Games was one of the war 
victims. She teceived a shqck throu h 
the blitz of 1943 from whlch she cfd 
not recover. we) miss her very much 
at the church. Not only was she present 
at all the services but blessed with a 
good voice she was a &at help to the 
church chdir. Our sister suffered much 
but she died trusting in her Lord fa; 
full salvation. Three sisters and other 
relatives, and man friends mourn 
thqir loss She was Lid to rest by the 
wrlter in the grounds of the ancient and 
pictures ue parish. church of Kinson, on 
the ontai r ts  of Bournemouth. 
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LOVESAY.-We regret to record the 
death of Miss Florence'Lovesay of Mar- 
ate owing to the after effects qf a 

Rying bomb incident. Our good slster 
passed away on May 2 1945 at the age 
of fifty-two years. ~ ( t h  he; sister she 
was baptized by .Pastor. J. Mustard m 
1939. This loss 1s felt very deeply by 
the sister as they have lived and worked 
together all their lives. The darkness of 
such an expetience is lightened by the 
hope of the resurrection and the unit- 
ing of all those who, like MISS Lovesay, 
love the Lord. C. R BONNEY. 
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